THE CREED OF THE ARYAN FIGHTER

not as afterwards in its spiritual meaning. This, says
Krishna in effect, is my answer to you if you insist on
joy and sorrow and the result of your actions as your
motive of action. I have shown you in what direction
the higher knowledge of self and the world points you;

I have now shown you in what direction your social
duty and the ethical standard of your order point you,
svadharmam api cdveksya. Whichever you consider,
the result is the same. But if you are not satisfied with
your social duty and the virtue of your order, if you
think that leads you to sorrow and sin, then I bid you
rise to a higher and not sink to a lower ideal. Put
away all egoism from you, disregard joy and sorrow,
disregard gain and loss and all worldly results; look
only at the cause you must serve and the work that you
must achieve by divine command; "so thou shall not
incur sin." Thus Arjuna's plea of sorrow, his plea of
the recoil from slaughter, his plea of the sense of sin,
his plea of the unha'ppy results of his action, are
answered according to the highest knowledge and
ethical ideals to which his race and age had attained.

It is the creed of the Aryan fighter. "KLnow God,"
it says, "know thyself, help man; protect the Right, do
without fear or weakness or faltering thy work of battle
in the world. Thou art the eternal and imperishable
Spirit, thy soul is here on its upward path to immortal-
ity; life and death are nothing, sorrow and wounds and
suffering are nothing, for these things have to be con-
quered and overcome. Look not at thy own pleasure
and gain and profit, but above and around, above at
the shining summits to which thou climbest, around at
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